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Lark Sparrow Monday Sep 19, 2005 

On a Sunday morning tip of a birder acquaintance of mine that he had what he thought 
was a Lark Sparrow, Kevin Crilley and I decided to take a look. 

Time: 9:00 AM to 11 :20 AM 

Location: Limerick Township, Montgomery County~ intersection of Heffner Rd and 
Sunset Rd. 

Discription of location: SE comer of intersection of above two roads, Approximately 4 
acre disturbed building lot on which one completed home and one foundation was 
erected. Site appeared not to have been actively worked for some short period of time as 
it was well overgrown with such vegetation as asstd. Goldenrod sp and Queen Anns 
Lace. Center of plot looked to be a drainage basin with some standing water. 

The looks: at about 9:20, as we were walking SE-bound on Heffner across from a 
residence #215 a brown bird showing much white on the tail flew across the road in front 
ofus (25 ft.) to a dying 14-:ft tall Norway Spruce which was part of a small row of 
spruces which line the driveway of #215. The white in the tail was extensive around the 
edges and onto the tail-tip (towhee-like, but more extensive). The tree was 60-:ft from our 
viewing spot. 

The bird apparently remained in this or below this tree without giving us another look 
until, some thirty-five minutes later, it flew NW approx 70-yds to a rather large 
deciduous tree near the comer of Heffner and Sunset, where I could now make out a 
rather bold facial pattern. Bird did not present any breast-on views to afford us a look at 
either the "stickpin' or streaking to resolve imm vs adult status. Also unable to determine 
color of dark facial markings ... whether cool brown or a more foxy brown. 

A minute later, the bird flew NE back across Heffner to land in another deciduous tree 
near a Sunset Rd residence. The bird was now I 00 yds distant but dark facial markings 
still visible. 

Kevin went to fetch a scope but by that time, the bird had dropped to the ground and was 
not refound. 

Lark Sparrow has an affinity for trees and this was evident in its behavior. The four acre 
plot well populated with grasshoppers a favored item for the bird in its more normal 
range. 

George Franchois Oct 15, 2005 
911 Lake Lane 
Pennsburg PA 18073 
215-679-6619 



PENNSYLVANIA RARE BIRD REPORT FORM 
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report. Species requiring documentation are those on the Review List or not on the Official List of Birds of 
Pennsylvania. Send documentation to: _, 
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Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 
613 Howard Ave. 
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EXACT SITE (e.g. name of park, lake, road) wre,~(:-> c }- ,~ '"'· HeFENr;:..g.._ R-D ::?- )v ... r>£-,..- R..c A-D 
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SUPPORTING EVIDENCE IF ANY: 
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Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee ezo -oi-2,40-,--= D 

Voting Tabulation - Round One 

Species: Lark Sparrow (Chondestes grammacus) 

Date of Sighting: 19 September 2005 to 4 February 2006 
Location: LIMERICK TOWNSHIP 
County : MONTGOMERY 
Observer(s): George Franchois, Kevin Crilley, Jason Miller, Steve Grunwald 

Date of Submission: 2006 
Submitted by: Jason Miller, Steve Grunwald 

Written Description: Yes Photo: No Specimen: No Recording: Video 

Member Class I Class II Classm Class Class Class Class V Abstain 
IV-A IV-B IV-C 

R Wiltraut ~ 
A. Guarente >< 
T. Johnson X' 

J. Stanlev J<.. 
E. Witmer J(_ 
J. Heller X 
G. Malosh >< 
TOTALS 

7 
DECISION X 
Comments: Originally submitted in 2005 with by Crilley and Francbois with only written documentation. Voting was 3/4 with 
a Class IV-A decision. Resubmitted in 2006 by Miller and Grunwald with video. The video accompanying this report is only a 
snippet of the full video that was submitted. The Secretary has the full video. 

/ 
Signature (Secretary)/}/~ a~ Date: 11/t,lo, --,-// 



1 . . Record No: 820-02-2005 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round One 

Species: Lark Sparrow (Chondestes grammacus) 

Date of Sighting: 19 September 2005 to 19 September 2005 
Location: LIMERICK TOWNSHIP 
County: MONTGOMERY 
Observer(s): George Franchois, Kevin Crilley 

Date of Submission: 2006 
Submitted by: George Franchois 

Written Description: Yes Photo: No Specimen: No Recording: No 
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